
COMPETITIVE COST STRUCTURE
Capitalizing upon location, Sault Ste. Marie has a 
lower cost of doing business when compared to 
other cities similar in demographics and location. 
Some of these costs include: affordable real estate, 
low taxes, and an efficient and diverse transportation 
system.

LOCAL TALENT
Home to a diverse, highly-skilled and technical 
workforce, and three modern post-secondary 
institutions which have programs focused specifically 
around Alternative Energy and Engineering, and have 
current international partnerships in place which 
help to direct program attention. A local secondary 
school board offers students the option of receiving 
an Ontario Secondary School Diploma with an Energy 
Specialzation credential. 

SAULT STE. MARIE IS A GLOBAL HUB 
FOR SMART ENERGY PROJECTS IN ALL PHASES OF DELIVERY

CONCEPTION   |   RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT   |   COMMERCIALIZATION   |   FULL SCALE OPERATION
TESTIMONIALS
Sault Ste. Marie has undiscovered business opportunities. 
We have discovered a business climate in Sault Ste. Marie 
that has attracted us and made us expand”

Willem Galle, Entrepreneur
Blueforest Ventures

It is only because of the people working here that we 
were able to do this…people here are real problem 
solvers…they get things done”

Daniel Kaute, CEO & President
Environmental Waste Management

STRATEGICALLY LOCATED
Sault Ste. Marie is located at the heart of Canada, 
in the centre of the Great Lakes, and bordering the 
United States. This allows for easy access to deep-
water shipping ports, international rail, air and highway 
access, as well as convenient and direct access to 
major international airport hubs and international 
supply chains. Over 60 energy companies call Sault Ste. 
Marie home.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
There are numerous incentive programs in place 
from all levels of government - Federal, Provincial 
and Municipal - that focus specifically on Economic 
Development in Northern Ontario and covers 
costs associated with technology development 
and implementation, innovation, training, site 
and equipment acquisition, infrastructure, and 
manufacturing.

WHAT MAKES US A GLOBAL HUB FOR SMART ENERGY PROJECTS?

FIND OUT HOW THE SAULT STE. MARIE 
ENERGY INNOVATION HUB 

CAN HELP YOU

JASON NACCARATO
VICE PRESIDENT DEVELOPMENT
Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Centre

705.942.7927 ext.3121
cell: 705.254.9216

jnaccarato@ssmic.com

ENERGY OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE:
FROM CONCEPT TO IMPLEMENTATION

CHRISTINA COUTU
PROJECT MANAGER

Sault Ste. Marie Innovation Centre
705.942.7927 ext.3028

cell: 705.254.9799
ccoutu@ssmic.com
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HYDRO – 203 Megawatts
The energy foundation of the community began with 
construction of the first hydroelectric dam in the early 1900s. 
Currently, the five hydroelectric generating stations in and 
around Sault Ste. Marie generate over 200 megawatts of 
renewable energy.

WIND – 249 Megawatts
The area is home to the Prince Wind Farm, one of the largest 
wind energy farms in Canada. The site's 126 turbines can 
produce 189 megawatts of renewable energy, enough to 
power about 60,000 homes or two cities the size of Sault Ste. 
Marie. Two new projects will bring an addional 55 turbines to 
the region including a partnership between Batchewana First 
Nation and BluEarth Renewables. This project represents the 
largest partnership ever between a First Nation and a wind 
energy developer in all of Canada.

SOLAR – 60 Megawatts
Sault Ste. Marie is home to three solar farms and comprises 
one of the largest solar photovoltaic facilities in North 
America, able to generate 60 megawatts of power. On clear 
sunny spring and fall days, it is typical for the community to 
be exclusively powered by solar.

FOREST BASED BIOMASS
The Sault has access to ample and sustainable wood supply 
from Northern Ontario forests; 500,000 m3 of wood supply 
is available direct from the forest within a two-hour drive 
from the city, and the sustainable supply of about 1,000,000 
m3 of biofibre feedstock is available for the Sault and the 
surrounding areas. Ontario has issued a guiding policy to 
encourage use of forest biofibre for clean technologies in 
order to help reduce dependence on fossil fuels and provide 
a source of renewable material to produce bioproducts.

W H A T  W E  H A V E  T O  O F F E R



CO-GENERATION – 70 Megawatts
Essar Steel Algoma has set a precedent as the first 
integrated steel manufacturer in all of Canada to 
construct a co-generation facility fueled with by-
product gas from its operations. The facility went 
online in June of 2009 and converts by-product 
fuels from the coke making and iron making 
processes into electricity and steam, generating 
70 megawatts of electricity. This reduces the 
company's reliance on the power grid by an 
average of 50%. Brookfield Renewable Power also 
operates a natural gas-fired co-generation plant 
consisting of two 40 megawatt natural gas turbines 
and 30 megawatts from steam turbine generation.

WASTE-TO-ENERGY – 9.5 Megawatts
Sault Ste. Marie has served as a soft landing location for 
Elementa, a municipal waste-to-energy company that 
uses steam reformation technology and converts landfill 
waste into synthetic gas, which can be used for power 
generation and is the only plant of its kind in the world.

Environmental Waste International’s tire recycling 
facility uses a patented Reverse Polymerization 
technology to recycle up to 900 tires per year and is 
designed to be energy efficient and, where possible, 
create an economically positive model for the recovery 
of various hydrocarbon oil and gases. 

PURPOSE GROWN ENERGY CROPS
In Algoma, there is a growing presence of 
soya beans, sunflower seeds and canola that are 
being used for various industry processes. Cook’s 
Station Corporation is a local oilseed crushing and 
processing facility for industrial use and is located 
in the Algoma region. Crop trials are ongoing for 
the use fo miscanthus, reed canary grass and 
switch grass as an energy feedstock through the 
Rural Agri-Innovation Network. 

MANUFACTURING
Heliene Photovoltaic Modules manufactures high 
efficiency solar panels.

TRANSMISSION
Great Lakes Power Transmission operates a highly 
developed transmission line infrastructure which 
provides reliable energy to the Algoma Region, 
and can operate independently ensuring a reliable 
source of power with uninterrupted back-up 
power capabilities.

GIS & ICT INFRASTRUCTURE
The local award-winning Community Geomatics 
Centre provides a data platform with utility, city 
and community information, which speeds up 
project development and is unique in North 
America, giving the Sault operational advantages. 
The quick and easy access to all major fibre optic 
networks and international fibre optic connections 
allow for speed and reliability.

START
With Waste

USE
The Elementa 

Process

PRODUCE
Clean Energy

Municipal Solid Waste 
(Garbage) is used as 

the primary feedstock.

The Elementa Process is 
endothermic, retaining 
its energy in the form 
of syngas, a clean fuel 

source.

Steam Reformation 
breaks down the 

Waste into Carbon 
Monoxide and 

Hydrogen.
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Capitalizing upon location, Sault Ste. Marie has a 
lower cost of doing business when compared to 
other cities similar in demographics and location. 
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low taxes, and an efficient and diverse transportation 
system.

LOCAL TALENT
Home to a diverse, highly-skilled and technical 
workforce, and three modern post-secondary 
institutions which have programs focused specifically 
around Alternative Energy and Engineering, and have 
current international partnerships in place which 
help to direct program attention. A local secondary 
school board offers students the option of receiving 
an Ontario Secondary School Diploma with an Energy 
Specialzation credential. 

TESTIMONIALS
Sault Ste. Marie has undiscovered business opportunities. 
We have discovered a business climate in Sault Ste. Marie 
that has attracted us and made us expand”

Willem Galle, Entrepreneur
Blueforest Ventures

It is only because of the people working here that we 
were able to do this…people here are real problem 
solvers…they get things done”

Daniel Kaute, CEO & President
Environmental Waste Management

STRATEGICALLY LOCATED
Sault Ste. Marie is located at the heart of Canada, 
in the centre of the Great Lakes, and bordering the 
United States. This allows for easy access to deep-
water shipping ports, international rail, air and highway 
access, as well as convenient and direct access to 
major international airport hubs and international 
supply chains. Over 60 energy companies call Sault Ste. 
Marie home.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
There are numerous incentive programs in place 
from all levels of government - Federal, Provincial 
and Municipal - that focus specifically on Economic 
Development in Northern Ontario and covers 
costs associated with technology development 
and implementation, innovation, training, site 
and equipment acquisition, infrastructure, and 
manufacturing.

WHAT MAKES US A GLOBAL HUB FOR SMART ENERGY PROJECTS?

FIND OUT HOW THE SAULT STE. MARIE 
ENERGY INNOVATION HUB 

CAN HELP YOU
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